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Rotary encoders are devices used to measure the rotation speed and position 
of rotating components, with two main types: absolute and incremental. They 

can be built using optical, magnetic, mechanical, or capacitive technologies, 
with optical encoders being favored for their high-speed response and 

minimal wear due to non-contact operation. Vishay provides sensors for 
these encoders, with applications ranging from industrial robots to LiDAR and 

factory automation. Encoders come in transmissive, reflective, and discrete 
types, each offering different advantages such as high accuracy, minimal 

space requirements, and design flexibility.
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